
 
April 20, 2017 

Dear AP English Literature and Composition Student: 

As part of your preparation for next year’s Advanced Placement English class, you are expected to read the 

following: 

 1. Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s Chronicle of a Death Foretold (ISBN: 140003471X) 

2. Selected chapters from Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor  

(ISBN: 006000942X) 

 

The books will help with understanding literature often found on the AP Composition and Literature tests, and 

are a part of the themes we will delve into this year.  The books can be found in any bookstore.  Please use 

online stores like Amazon, Books-a-million, or Barnes and Noble to purchase the text.  It is strongly suggested 

that you buy BOTH books, so you can write in it and refer to it throughout the year.  The texts will be the 

basis of your essay assignments.  You will both have to write essays on the features themselves, as well as use 

them in comparison with other readings we have throughout the year.   

For Chronicle of a Death Foretold, please complete the story chart attachment while you read the entire text.  

Do not make any markings or highlighting in your book, as we will use this text again in re-teaching 

annotation. All answers to the 3 sections must be handwritten.  

For How to Read Literature Like a Professor, please write a one-page response for each prompt (see 

attached).  Please handwrite each response on lined paper and label each with your name and the prompt 

number you are responding to.   

Read only the following sections from How to Read Literature Like a Professor listed on the following 

page. *The assignment can be found on the School Counseling website. If you can’t find it, please email me.  

Please note the summer work is due on September 15, 2017.  Under no circumstance, should your work be 

plagiarized by looking on a website or working with others as a group.  Plagiarizing will result in a zero for 

summer reading.  Absolutely no late work is permitted.  Both of these books will be studied throughout the 

year. If you have any questions over the summer, please do not hesitate to email me at 

elstains@henrico.k12.va.us.  Please be sure to use formal language and introduce yourself.  In the subject line, 

please write “AP English 12 Summer Reading Question.”   

I look forward to our year together, and I hope we start off on the right foot by excelling at summer reading. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Stains 

AP English Literature 12 

Varina High School 

(804) 226-8700 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://product.half.ebay.com/Chronicle-of-a-Death-Foretold-by-Gabriel-Garcia-Marquez-2003-Paperback/2462557&tg=info
http://product.half.ebay.com/How-to-Read-Literature-Like-a-Professor-A-Lively-and-Entertaining-Guide-to-Reading-Between-the-Lines-by-Thomas-C-Foster-2003-Paperback/2358856&tg=info
mailto:elstains@henrico.k12.va.us


Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 

 

Assignment 1: Chronicle of a Death Foretold Story Chart 
 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold 

By: Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Story Analysis Chart #1 

The Beginning (pg.3-25)  

Please complete the following chart in its entirety based on the assigned reading. 

 

Title: Author: 

Pages/Chapters:   

Setting: Describe the time period and place.   Include quotes to visualize the setting. 

 

 

 

 

Theme:  What life lesson does this novel teach you?  Choose a theme and explain it.  Remember, your 
theme should be universal. 

 

 

 

 

Major Characters:  Make a list of at least three characters from this part of the story and explain their 
significance to the story.  Provide a quote that describes them.  Are they 
protagonist/antagonist/flat/round/static/dynamic?  Why/How?  Do they change?  How?  What is 
their significance to this part of the story? 

Character Quote & Description 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 
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Conflicts:  Tell what type of conflict takes place in this part of the story.  Describe it.  Who does it 
involve?  What happens?  How is it significant to the plot? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary Devices:  Make a list of literary devices used in this part of the story.  Use the literary devices 
wall posters for help.  For each device, list the example/quote, explain what literary device is used, how 
the literary device is used, and describe its effect on and significance to the story. 

Literary Device Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

1.   

2.   

3.   

 

Symbolism:  A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else.  An object that serves 
as a symbol has its own meaning, but it also represents abstract ideas.  List at least one symbol that 
the author uses in this part of the story. 

Symbol Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

   

 

Memorable Quotes:  Make a list of at least five significant quotes from this part of the story. 

Quote and Pg # Explanation and Analysis 



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

Story Analysis Chart #2 

The Middle (pg.25-96) 

Please complete the following chart in its entirety based on the assigned reading. 

 

Title: Author: 

Pages/Chapters:   

Setting: Describe the time period and place.   Include quotes to visualize the setting. 

 

 

 

 

Theme:  What life lesson does this novel teach you?  Choose a theme and explain it.  Remember, your 
theme should be universal. 

 

 

 

 

 



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 
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Major Characters:  Make a list of at least three characters from this part of the story and explain their 
significance to the story.  Provide a quote that describes them.  Are they 
protagonist/antagonist/flat/round/static/dynamic?  Why/How?  Do they change?  How?  What is 
their significance to this part of the story? 

Character Quote & Description 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

Conflicts:  Tell what type of conflict takes place in this part of the story.  Describe it.  Who does it 
involve?  What happens?  How is it significant to the plot? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary Devices:  Make a list of literary devices used in this part of the story.  Use the literary devices 
wall posters for help.  For each device, list the example/quote, explain what literary device is used, how 
the literary device is used, and describe its effect on and significance to the story. 

Literary Device Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

1.   



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 

 

2.   

3.   

 

Symbolism:  A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else.  An object that serves 
as a symbol has its own meaning, but it also represents abstract ideas.  List at least one symbol that 
the author uses in this part of the story. 

Symbol Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

   

 

Memorable Quotes:  Make a list of at least five significant quotes from this part of the story. 

Quote and Pg # Explanation and Analysis 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

Story Analysis Chart #3 

The End (Pg. 96-end) 

Please complete the following chart in its entirety based on the assigned reading. 



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 
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Title: Author: 

Pages/Chapters:   

Setting: Describe the time period and place.   Include quotes to visualize the setting. 

 

 

 

 

Theme:  What life lesson does this novel teach you?  Choose a theme and explain it.  Remember, your 
theme should be universal. 

 

 

 

 

Major Characters:  Make a list of at least three characters from this part of the story and explain their 
significance to the story.  Provide a quote that describes them.  Are they 
protagonist/antagonist/flat/round/static/dynamic?  Why/How?  Do they change?  How?  What is 
their significance to this part of the story? 

Character Quote & Description 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

Conflicts:  Tell what type of conflict takes place in this part of the story.  Describe it.  Who does it 
involve?  What happens?  How is it significant to the plot? 

 

 

 



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 

 

 

 

 

Literary Devices:  Make a list of literary devices used in this part of the story.  Use the literary devices 
wall posters for help.  For each device, list the example/quote, explain what literary device is used, how 
the literary device is used, and describe its effect on and significance to the story. 

Literary Device Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

1.   

2.   

3.   

 

Symbolism:  A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else.  An object that serves 
as a symbol has its own meaning, but it also represents abstract ideas.  List at least one symbol that 
the author uses in this part of the story. 

Symbol Example and Pg # Explanation and Significance 

   

 

Memorable Quotes:  Make a list of at least five significant quotes from this part of the story. 

Quote and Pg # Explanation and Analysis 

1.  

2.  

3.  



Please print these papers and handwrite your responses.  Remember, copying anyone’s work word for word is 
plagiarism and will result in a ZERO. 
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4.  

5.  

 

Assignment #2: Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor Journals 
*Please write a 1-page hand-written (front only) response to the following prompts: 
 

Introduction: How'd He Do That? 

How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? How does the recognition of 

patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? Discuss a time when your appreciation of a 

literary work was enhanced by understanding symbol or pattern. 

Chapter 1 -- Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not) 

List the five aspects of the QUEST and then apply them to something you have read (or viewed) in the 

form used on pages 3-5. 

Chapter 2 -- Nice to Eat with You: Acts of Communion        

 Choose a meal from a literary work and apply the ideas of Chapter 2 to this literary depiction. 

 

Chapter 10 -- It's More Than Just Rain or Snow 

Discuss the importance of weather in a specific literary work, not in terms of plot. 

Chapter 15 -- Flights of Fancy 

Select a literary work in which flight signifies escape or freedom. Explain in detail. 

Chapter 19 -- Geography Matters… 

Discuss at least four different aspects of a specific literary work that Foster would classify under 

"geography." 

Chapter 20 -- ...So Does Season 

Find a poem that mentions a specific season. Then discuss how the poet uses the season in a meaningful, 

 traditional, or unusual way. (Submit a copy of the poem with your analysis.) 

Interlude -- One Story 

Write your own definition for archetype. Then identify an archetypal story and apply it to a literary work 

with which you are familiar. 


